PALATINE SETTLEMENT SOCIETY

Constitution 

ARTICLE ONE:  NAME


Section 1.  The name of the organization shall be the Palatine Settlement Society, Inc.


Section 2.  This organization shall be a non-stock company.  No profit shall accrue to any member of the Society.

ARTICLE TWO: PURPOSE

The purposes of this Society shall be:

1.) To create, preserve, promote and present the developing culture of the Palatine settlers of the central Mohawk Valley and their Iroquois neighbors.

2.) To promote and encourage original historical research.

3.) To disseminate and encourage a greater knowledge of the history of the State of New York and particularly the central Mohawk Valley and its environs.

4.) To gather, preserve, display and make available for study, artifacts, relics, books, manuscripts, papers, photographs and other records and materials relating to the history of the State of New York and particularly of the central Mohawk Valley 

      and the surrounding area.  

5.) To preserve and promote the 1747 Nellis Homestead/Tavern as an educational, architectural and archeological site. 

6.)  To promote the building’s utilization during the Erie Canal era.

ARTICLE THREE: MEMBERSHIP


Membership shall be of six classes:

1.)  Active members – Any person interested in the purposes of the Society and interested in assisting with its activities during the year shall be eligible.

2.)  Supporting members – Any person interested in the purposes of the Society

but who are unable to actively participate in its activities shall be eligible. 

3.)  Youth members – Any person between the ages of 8 and 21 who is enrolled in any school interested in the purposes of the Society and who wishes to participate in its activities shall be eligible.

4.)  Organizational members – Any organized group or business interested in the purposes of the Society and supporting the restoration of the Nellis Tavern shall be eligible.

5.)  Life members – Any person interested in the purposes of the Society and in supporting the restoration of the Nellis Tavern with the payment of a fee as described in the By-Laws shall be eligible.  Life members shall be considered active members.

6.)  Honorary Life members – Honorary Life membership may be conferred upon any person whose activities have contributed to the objectives of the Society.  Honorary member shall be elected by a majority vote of the Board of Trustees at its annual meeting, upon nomination by the President.

ARTICLE FOUR: ANNUAL MEETING


The Annual Meeting of the Society shall be held during the month of October.

ARTICLE FIVE: OFFICERS AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES


Section 1. The officers of the Society shall be a president, vice-president, secretary and a treasurer, each elected for a term of one year, and no less than five nor more than eleven trustees, who shall be elected for a term of three years.  The specific number shall be determined by the Board of Trustees annually three months prior to the annual meeting.


Section 2. The officers and trustees shall constitute the Board of Trustees. 

Section 3. The officers shall be unclassed voting members of the Board of Trustees.

ARTICLE SIX; ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

Section 1. All officers and trustees shall be elected by a majority vote of the active 

members in attendance or by proxy at the annual meeting.  Members unable to attend may submit proxy votes to the secretary at least one week before the date of the annual meeting.


Section 2. A nominating committee of three (3) members shall be appointed by the president at the July meeting and shall present a slate of candidates to the membership 

three weeks prior to the annual meeting.  nomination from the floor shall be permitted.


Section 3. Officers and trustees shall be eligible for re-election to the same position.


Section 4. Officer and trustees shall be installed at the close of the annual meeting at which they are elected and shall serve until their successors have been duly elected and installed.  Should a vacancy occur on the Board of Trustees during the Society year, that vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the remaining trustees.  The person so named shall hold office until the next annual meeting.

ARTICLE SEVEN: DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS UPON DISSOLUTION


In the event of dissolution of the Society, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future Federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the Federal government, or to a State or local government for a public purpose.

ARTICLE EIGHT: AMENDMENT

This constitution may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Society by a two-thirds vote of trustees and active members present, including proxy votes, provided that notice of the proposed amendment has been submitted in writing to the members at least one month before the annual or special meeting.

Adopted February 9, 2004
